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National Church Accommodation j ; 
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Subjects of North and South-Britain, | 


However different in their Judgments con- 
cerning Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, 8 


May yet be United, 
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THE 


INTRODUCTION 


HEREAS her Excellent Majeſty t 
Queen hath ſo much at Heart t 
confirming and improving, t 


Union, as my Lord > hath deliver d it 
his Speech, at "the opening this Britiſh Parliame | 


we are effcourag d in this Eſſay. There are 1 


Difcourſes of my Lord Bacon about Unitin 
England and Scotland, whoſe great Wit fn 


ont ſo many Articles to be agreed upon, as mi 


have diſcourag d any Commiſſioners for that W 
from undertakingit. There was no -— Mr in his 
James the Firlt's time, of any Rupture bet 
the Nations upon the ſcore of the Succeſſion, u 
might gie him "Allowance for that Comp 
but now the Danger hereof, and the Neceſſii 
Areement, was Reaſon for both Parties 
42 


; 
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mite #pon fewer Articles, ſo long as they reach'd 
Mt /o far as tO make the two Kingdoms to become 
ne;—which was to be deſard.... 

There are two things to effeft his: that i is, "One 
Zzommonwealth, and One Church. F the 
ommonywealth and Church of England and Scot- 
and be. made one rats hid Church, chen 
e they made dne Peo pb. 

A Commonwealth conſiſts in an Order of . 
10 and Subjection among ſeveral Families (or a 
onntry) for their common Se ecurity and, Welfare ; 
nd there are three things go to it: A Pars Im- 

rans, a Supreme Authority to govern ; a Pars 
bdita, the Subjects of the Government ; and 

Laws, whereby the one does govern, and the 
ber is govern d. Mhere there are the ſame Higher 
owers, the fame Subjects, and the ſame Law 

N to rule em, there is the ſame Common- 
ealth. The Pars Imperans, or Supreme Au- 
ority ( abſolutely Jo )- of. this Nation, and ſo of 
cotland, lies not in the Ring or Queen alone, 
1 57 King or Queen, Lords and Commons, in one 
rporation, or a Parliament. 

link begin then our linion, for the having the 
me Ring or Queen, the Engliſh Succeſſor was 
es d to the Scots. We were ſworn to the Ha- 
nover 


| 


% 


nover Family, and could not get off. If the Scots 
had not herein comply d, they had made an irrepa- 
rable Breach : but ſeeing they have, it is reaſona- 
ble, that as we have put on them our Succeſſor, they 
ſhould propoſe to us their Limitations. And if we 
on our ſide agree to have their Limitations (meaning 
only. ſuch of em as are indeed reaſonable for both) 
as they on the other have to our Succeſſor, we are 
both like to be happy. For there is no Reaſon but we 
: ſhould be as ſollicitous to preſerve the Free State 
and Liberties of England, againſt any emergent 
| Arbitrary Power in our Succeſſion, as the Scots; 
and this may be done by a Supplemental Act. 
| The Succeſſion then being agreed, which makes 
us both to have the ſame (and the ſame qualify'd) 
King or Queen, we were then next to agree to 
' have one and the ſameParliament, the ſame Lords 
and Commons alſo of both Nations, to make the 
one Supreme Authority (as foreprix d) in both 
] ingdoms, which" lies in the ſaid Corporation. 
Hence then did ariſe the neceſſity of the Scots being 
taken into our Parliament, and the Reaſonableneſs 
that a Number of their Lords and Commons ſhould 
be allom d, according to the Proportion that Scot- 
land ſtauds on, in the ſame Continent with Eng- 


land and Wales. For the more equal the Ballance 
is 
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is of the Parts, Jo much the more ſure and ſafe will 
be "the Care of the Whole ; and the Good of the 
* Whole, and not the ſelfiſh Profit of either, ſhould 
be ſought by both. | 

The Pars Imperans now being thus made one and 
the ſame, the Pars Subdita is concluded by it. 
The Supreme Authority hing in a Parliament of 
Engliſh and Scots, the Subjects to thoſe Higher 
Powers muſt be the People of both Nations. And 
as for the Laws they make henceforward, they are like 
to be the ſame, as made by both, and for both. The 
Queſtion then only can be as to the preſent Laws: 
and this Propoſal will be fair, That there be an 
Intendment in general, that thoſe Laws of the 
Scots that are more conducive to the publick Good 
than Ours (ſuch as their Regiſters be) ſhall be taken 
into Ours ; and thoſe of Ours that are better than 
Theirs, ſhall be taken into Theirs; and that all fuch 
Laws whatſoever as aredeſtruftive to either Nation, 
ſhall be ſtill remov d or new moulded by freſh Laws in 
making ; inſomuch as thoſe of ours that are prejudicial 
to them, ſhall for their ſakes, and thoſe of theirs 
that are prejudicial to us, ſhall for our ſakes 
be repeal'd on both parts, with this Reſolution, That 
| the Law which God and Chriſt has given to us us 
fingle Perſons, ſhall oblige us alſo as Nations, 
| that 
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ö (7.9 
© that is, to love our Neighbours as our ſelves. 
A tacit Agreement upon this only in General, 
leaving it to Time and maturer Counſel to bring all 
Particulars into Act and Conſummation, is hm 
* cient for the preſent Union already commenc'd, and 
has made us One Kingdom of Great Britain. 
Thus have we the Commonwealth of both 
Nations made One. I come now to the making the 
Church alſo of both One, and that is by the 
Draught of a National Church Accommodation, 
which enſues: Only I muſt premiſe, That the two 
Kingdoms being ſuppos d to be made One, that 


which we ſay of the Church as National, is to 


be underſtood as ſaid of, and to be apply'd to both | | 


as One, by the Reader ; knowing this, that the 
Draught being drawn intentionally for uniting Con- 
formiſt and Nonconformiſt only in England, it is 


ſet forth accordingly, for compoſing one Britiſh | 


Church by the Example. 

That this Draught now, and the Deſign of it 
be not miſtaken, there are two things muſt be diſ- 
tinguiſhd; a Union for Worſhip, and a Union 


for Government. If any ſhould read om || 
Draught, and conceive of it as intending a Wnio: | 


in Worſhip, they will deceive themſelves, and d 


nothin 


(8) 
nothing but make Grote ſco work in their own Ima- 
ginations; but if they read it, as intending only a 
Union in Government, they will find here the 
plain Lineaments of -a National Concord /+ 
drawn "out, as may be improv d by the bette; 
Pencils of others, yet more to the Life, and 
come (if there be a time for it) into an Eſtabliſh- 
ment. Eſt aliquid prodire tenus. 

HUnderſtand here, that by Government we 
mean not the Diſcipline of Chriſt's Inſtitution, 


which belongs to every Church as a Church of 


Chriſt, and accompanies its Worſhip ; but the Co- 


Vernment of the Queen over all Chriſtian Churches © 


in the Land, as united in a National Church, for 
their outward Peace one with another. | 
As. for ſuch Diſſenters as can own our Parochi- 
al Churches,” and join in the Liturgy, there is a 
Union in Worſhip may be had with them; and it 
is to be ſought (and firſt ſought) by an Act for 
Comprehenſion, which will bring the Compre- 
hended into the Epiſcopal Church, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline thereof. Aud if ſuch an Act be ever 
baſs d, ſo as all that can, do come in, and be com- 
prebended ; then is there yet, in behalf of the To- 
erated, a Union: ſtill to be ſought for the Govern- 


ment 


? (9 ) 
ment mention d. Of which Government every 
Chriſtian that can acknowledg the Queen for Head 

of the Church of England (or Great Britain) 
and take the Oaths of Fidelity (whereof one is that 

of the Supremacy) is to be reckon'd, and is truly 
capable. So that the perfect Quaker that can take 
no Oath at all, and the perfect Papiſt that cannot 
conſcientiouſiy take that of the Supremacy, are 
thereby excluded; when all (hriſtians that can but 
*conſcientiouſly do ſo, as Presbyterians, Indepen< 
dents, Anabaptiſts can and do, are in a capacity to 
be tolerated, and as tolerable to be recety'd into the 
ſame National Church, and to be ns'd as Members 
of it (or as Churchmen) in the enjoyment of 
any (ivil or Military Office for ſerving Her Ma- 
jeſty and their (ountry, of which they ſhall be 
© thought worthy alike with others, being ſubject 
Jo the ame Publick Government, both Eceleſi- 
aſtical and Civil, tho ſeparate for Worſhip 


into their own particular ( ongregations. 

I Charles IIe time we have Acts that require 
the renouncing Tranſubſtantiation to qualify a 
Man for an Office, with taking the Sacrament ac- 
+ cording to the Uſage of the (hurch of England; 
j but in Queen Elizabech's "i it was ſufficient 
| | fo 
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(1+ ) , 
to nenouuce. the Swpromacy of the Pope. The main- 
taining other Doctrines might unfit a Papiſt for the q 
Service of God, but the owning a Foreign Juriſ- # 
diftion. only did unfit him for her Service. I was 
indeed judg d dangerous by our Parliaments ſince, 
to admit Papiſts to Offices of Truſt; and they © 


therefore made the Teſt, that all Men who have Of- 1 
fices ſhall (hefides taking the Oathsof Allgiance 
and Supremacy) declare againſt Tranſubſtantia- . 
tion. Not that there is any danger to the State 
in that Tenent, more than others in which they 
differ from us, but becauſe a Papiſt by that Teſt is 3 


moſt certainly diſcern d; and, us a Papiſt, ſup- 
7 to have — on the Pope, 2 22 / 
his Authority in ordine ad ſpiritualia, ſuperior to 0 
the Goxernment of the Queen, which is dangerou: * 
auaeed : Whereas if any of them be convinc d that : 
there is n ſuch Authority iu the Pope, and ſo can 
dd de take the Oaths of Fidelity tothe Queen, tber. 
is no danger any longer as to ſuch. In taking the ©, 
Oathef Allegiance, a Man does own and make © 
00 ſubject to the Queens Government Civil, 
Aud in taking the Oath of Supremacy, be own: 


„ 


and makes himſelf ſubject to her Government Ec- 
cleſiaſtical. In owning, ber to be Head of e 


Church, 


* 
* 


1 
1 


7 . 
4, Church, be does own and make himſelf a Member of 


iſ that Body whereof ſhe is Head, that is, a Mem- 
ber of the National Church, as the Proteſtants 


as 
. That are tolerated by Law, all are, one with 
Na another. And as for the Teſt made ſince Queen 


＋ Elizabeth's Reign, as t ſuch (that ts, ſuch as 
actualh take both Oaths of Fidelity) it is but Cau- 


tion ſuperabundant, which if it ſo pleaſe any Par- 
ol 7 it might be ſpar d, and all 
ts lament, it might be ſpar d, and more eſpecially 


py as to the Sacramental part of it. This were to do 
7 with the Papiſts as we would be dune unto, hom ſo- 
1 ever contrary they deal with us abroad ; for we are 
14 ſo commanded, and not to render Evil for Evil. 

Only I ſpeak it in regard to thoſe that live qui- 


0 etly and innocently as Inhabitants of the Land, fol- 
, © lowing their Calling; and not of ſuch as are ſent 


= by the Pope, and act for the Pope, who ſeeking 
r Inno vation, become puniſhable, not for their 
„ Religion, but as obnoxious tothe Law, for their 
bs Prattices againſt it. As for what is to be ſaid 
„more, it muſt be put in the Draught it ſelf, which 


nom follows, 
NS WW - 
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A DRAUGHT for a 
National Church Accom- 
modation. 


Hereas there are ſeveral Parties of 
Chriſtians in the Nation, who 
will ever differ in their Opinion 
about the Church and Diſcipline 


thereof, in the Queſtion which is of Chriſt's Taſticu- i 
tion: it is not our Diſputes about the Church as Par- 
ticular, which are rather to be mutually forborn, and 
every Party left herein to their own Perſuaſions 
but a common Agreement in what we can agree, 
which is in a Church as National, that mult heal all 
our Breaches. | « 
The Catholicks are for one - Univerſal OrganicaF 
Church throughout the World, whereof their Pope 
is Head, according to ſome ; and the Biſhops con- 
'ven'd in a General Council, according to other. 
That there is a Catholick Church Viſible on Earth; 
as well as Invifible, whereof Chriſt is Head, who 
was on Earth, and is now Viſible in Heaven, is re- 
ceiv'd alſo by Proteſtants : But that this Church ia 


G) 
| per integram Organical (which per partes only is ſo) and 
under the Government either of a-Monarchy by the 
Pope, or of an Ariltocracy by a Geer Conneil, it 
| ſeems a thing not poſſible in Nature; becauſe neither 
can an Oecumenical Council eycr be call d, nor N 

ob 


- 
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| ORE Mambe fu cienk toy E pn him /ihdCVnc 
ments of the Nord. 333 
| _AWolitical Churchm a Community of Obriſtians, 
brought into an Order of Superiority and Inferiori- 
ty, by an Head and Members organia d fÞ9 the ex- 
erciſe of that Government which is proper to it. 
But the whole Earth is not capable of ſuch Order; 
and Councils therefore, which are gather d out of f6- 
veral Countries, ox conſiſt of Biſhops belonging to 
more Dominions than of one ſupreme Power, may 
be had for mutual Advice and Concord, but not for 
Covernwent. | yo ' 
| "A Nation, Empire, or Kingdom, which conſiſts: 
| of one ſupreme Magiſtrate and People, who areye- 
| nerally, Chriſtians, is capable of ſuch an . Ecclefiaſti-, 
| cal Polity ; and a National Church Political in Erg - 
| Ten, is to be aflerted and maintain'd,;> , ©; 4 
The Church of England then is a Political Society 
of all the Chriſtians (Conforming or Tulbnated) in 
the Land, united in the Cueen as Head, and orga- 
niz d by the Biſbops, for the executing thoſe Laws or 
Government which She chooſes for their ſpiritual 
Good and publick Peace. 
| There is this difference between a Church Natio» 1 
wal, the Church Catholick, and Particular Churches. 1 
The two latter are of Divine Right and Eſſentially 
Chriitian 5 but the former is of, Human Inſtitution, 


becauſe 


* 
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* 
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becauſe it is manifeſtly accidental to the Church of 
Chriſt, that the whole People ſhould be Ghriſtiar in 
one Nation. * 

Not but its the Duty of all Nations, Kings and 
People, to become Chriſtians ; Go, and diſciple all. Na- 
tions, baptizingthem and that Chriſtian Kingdoms 
therefore, as they conſiſt of People who do meet in 
particular Congregations . for the Worſhip of the 
True God and Jeſus Chriſt, and do exerciſe: that Go- 
vernment which the Paſtor hath over his Flock by 
virtue of his Office from Chriſt, and no otherwiſe, 
are of Divine Appcintment.. -, But the Combination 
of theſe Churches, or Paſtors thereof, in an Order of 
Superiority and Inferiority, for the exerciſe. of 2 
Regiment that is National over the whole Body of 
the Kingdom, by ſetting Biſhops in a Diocels, . and 
an Archbiſhop in a Province, and then proceeding 
no farther as to a Patriarchate and General Council, 
but making a ſtop here, and conſtituting the Nation 
thereby one governing Church, independent on any : 
ther from abroad; this appears of no Divine as 
Canonical Right, but muſt derive its Authority from 
an AG of Parliament. | 1+ 21: 

Diſtinguiſh we here of the Government of the 
Church as Internal belonging to the Spirit, and Exters 
nal which belongs to Men: and of the external Re» 
giment thereof, which is either Formal, belonging to 
the Miniſters or Officers of Chriſt z or Objective, he- 


longing to the Magiſtrate, fo call'd, becauſe the Mate 
ters of the Church, in this reſpect, are the Objecł of 
his Civil Power. Whether the Community now oF 


Erglind may be united into a National Church, 
under 
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(16) 
under a pure Formal Government, we leave to o- 
© thers to diſpute that will: But that the main Body of 


the Nation are, or may be, conſtituged a proper 
Political Church National under that mix'd Regi- 
ment, which is both Formal and Objective, and ſo ex- 
| ercisd by the Biſhops, as the proper Organs thereof 
| under the Queen (with Authority as Biſhops, as Mini- 
fers without Force) is what we hold indiſputable, 
| and would lay as a Foundation-ſtone of Peace in the 
| matterof Res, between all Perſons in the King- 
dom capable of it. | 
| The Government of this Church is by Biſhops ; 
| andif their Authority be not receiv'd and own'd, 
| fo far as that the Generality of the Nation, the 
We -grv as well as others, yield to it, there 
can be no Union. Now, when the Government of 
the Land is a mix d Government, as Politicians tell 
us on another account; why may not the Govern- 
| ment of the Church be ix d too upon this account? 
to wit, in that as the Queen muſt be a mix'd Perſon 
to be Head, the Biſhops, muſt be mix'd- Perſons too 
| tobe her Officers; 'mix'd Perſons in regard to the 
| exerciſe of both this Ohjedive and Forma! Regi- 
| ment, deriving the one from the Queen as Over o- 
| ther Miniſters, and the other from Chriſt as Fel. 

lows with them: that ſo thoſe that ſcruple their 
Submiſhon to them on One account, may be ſa- 
tisfy'd upon Another, which by and by will be ex- 
plain d. | 

Let the Parliament therefore we have, or any o- 
ther, be heartily for the publick Good and Thriviag 
| of the Nation, which mult be by an entire Liberty 


of 


C3 * 
of Conſcience, in oppoſition to the narrow Spirit 
of any ſingle Party or Faction; and when ſuch a 
Parliament ſhall fit about the Buſineſs of Union 
to purpoſe, a. Bill ſhould be brought in, -entitul'd, 
oo AF for declaring the Conſtitution of our Church of 

ngland. | | 

A Parliament is the Repreſentative of the whole 
Kingdom, and no doubt but by Conſent and Agree- 
ment they might (upon the account mention'd) 
make a new Conſtitution, and much more may they 
declare the Conſtitution of it. 

It ſhould be declar'd then in ſuch a Bill or AR, 
That the Church of England conſiſts of the Queen 
as the Head, or Par Tmperans, who (in her Le- 
giſiative Capacity, as incorporated with her Lords 
and Commons) is to give Laws thereto, and all the 
ſeveral Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, which ſhe ſhall to- 
lerate, as the Pars Subdita, or Body. 

Some Diſcrimination between the Tolerable and 
Intolerable, is indeed never to be gainſaid by any wiſe 
and good Man, unto whom there 1s no Liberty can 
be defirable, which is not conſiſtent with theſe three 
things, the Articles of our Creed, a Good Life, and 
the Fundamental Government of the Land. | 

It is not for any private Perſons, but a' Parliament 
with a Convocation to preſcribe the Terms of Natio- 
nal Communion :. but we would have all our Af- 
ſemblies that are Tolerable to be declar'd Legal by 
ſuch an Ad, and thereby Parts of the National 

Church, as well as the Parochial Congregations. | 


The Church here therefore muſt come under a | \ 


double Conſideration, as the Church of Chrift, and 
C g 


as 
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as the Church of Exgland. Take the Church as the 
Church of Chrif, and there muſt be (as we ſaid at 
firſt) endleſs Controverſy about this Point, Who are 
the true Members of it, and who the Officers, whe- 
ther Biſhops or no: But take it under the Conſidera- 
tion as National, and there will be none at all; for 
thoſe muſt be Members (and thoſe Officers) whom 
the Head by a Law does allow to be Parts of the 
Body 3 and the Queen, under this Notion, only is 
made Head of the Charch by the Statute, that is, as 
it is call'd Eccleſia Anglicana. 

The Diſſenters of all forts (not excepting the 
Roman Catholicks) as well as Conformiſts, will ac- 
knowledg the rightful King (or Queen) to be ſu- 
preme coercive Governor over all Perſons, and in all 
Cauſes Eecleſiaſtical and Civil, throughout his (or 
her) Dominions, and will not ſtand out perhaps if 
more be requird. Again, the Diſſezters of all ſorts, 
even the Congregationaliſts of every Set, are ready 
to ſubmit to any Power legally deriv'd from the 
Queen, and upon ſuch-an account will admit of a 
Superintendeney of the Biſhops, as Eccleſiaſtical 
Magiſtrates under Her, when they cannot own any 
Authortty that they have over other Miniſters from 
Jeſus Chriſt, And will not Papiſts alſo be ſubject 
to all Authority that is exercis'd legally in her 
Name, howſoever they may queſtion the ſpiri- 
tual Title of the Exgliſß Clergy, and their Suc- 
ceſfion ? 

We would have Biſhops then (qua "Biſhops, as 
diſtinct in Office from *Prieſts) declar'd no other 
by Law than the Queen's Officers, whoſe Power 

is 
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is but objeFively Eccleſiaſtical, and to act circa ſe- 
cra only, by virtue of her Authority. Whether 
they have any Authority elſe from the Goſpel than ſo, 
ſo long as they have this by Law, it need not at all 
be touch'd. | 

As Jeboſaphat did commit the Charge incum- 
bent upon him as ſupreme Magiſtrate, in regard to 
all matters of the Lord, unto the care of Amariah 
being Chief Prieſt, and in regard to the King's mat- 
ters unto Zebadiab, being as the Chief Juſtice of the 
Realm: ſo ſhould the Dioceſan Biſhop be in our Ec- 
cleſtaſtical, as the Judges are in Civil matters, the Sub- 
ſtitutes altogether of her Majeſty, and execute her 
Juriſdiction. 

This indeed is a State-Point, which was thorow- 
ly canvaſſed by Henry the Eighth, whoſe Divines 
did agree on two Orders alone, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, to be of Divine Appointment z and that the 
Superiority of a Biſhop over a Presbyter, or of one 
Biſhop over another, was but by poſitive Laws of 
Men only; as appears in that authentick Book 
then put out, entitled, The neceſſary Erudition : 
And conſequently, that the Biſhops could not 
have, or exert any Juriſdiction over the Subject, 
unleſs warranted and deriv'd from the King, with- 


out danger of a Premunire: Which made Bon- 
ner (with others) hold his Biſhoprick by Commiſ- 
fron. Ambo tenent unum eundemque Ordinem, ſay 


Elfrick's Canons in Lambard's Saxon Laws. 

U pon this ground it would be but a politick thing 
for her Majeſty to pick ſome Perſons, who are fit for 
it, out of the Diſenters, and impoſe on them the 


C 2 Office. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ce," authorizing them to it no otherwiſe than 
by a like Commiſſion with the Judge, (which they 
ſhould - alſo hold, quamdin ſe bene geſſerint) For 
as none of them upon the account of Conſcience 
then, might ſcruple the acceptance, whatſoever 
they may judg in point of Reputation and Prudence ; 
ſo muſt a Union, from that day forward, openly 
commence in England. 

We are ſenſible unto what Diſtreſs the Mini- 
ſters of a Particular Congregation of all ſorts may 
be brought, in the exerciſe of Diſcipline over 
ſome potent, turbulent and refractory Members; 
and what Relief he might find in ſuch an ex- 
ternal Eccleſiaſtical Officer as this: We are ſen- 
ſible how many Inconveniences of Congregation 
#alEpiſcopacy, may by this means only be prevented. ! 
The Work in general of this Epiſcopal Officer 
ſnould be to ſuperviſe the Churches of all Parties 
in their Dioceſſes, that they walk according to their 
Principles, in due Order, agreeable to the Goſpel, 
ald the Peace of one another; whether in the AL 
ſemblies of the Brethren, or Synods of their Paſ- 
tors, for mutual Communion: And more particu- 
larly in the obſervance of all Laws and Limitations, 
Rules or Canons, which the Queen, as Supreme 
Head, ſhall by Advice of a Convocation, and the 
Conſent of the three Eſtates in Parliament, make on 
purpoſe (as the greateſt Work to be conſider d) and 
impoſe upon them all, with reſpect both to the pub- 
lick Emolument, and the Safety of her own Perſon, 
Dignity and Dominmions 


For 
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For Example: Suppoſe this to be one Canon, 
or Injunction, That no Dung, but ſuch as are 
Grade Men only 2 SeFs, = admitted to 


be - Teachers; Not a Novice, leſt he fall into the 
Condemnation of the Devil, . — this, That all 
Conventicles be kept open, as the Churches are, 
for any to come and hear that will, that no Se- 
dition be there ever hatched or broach'd: If all 
propheſy, boys there come in one that believeth not, 
he is convinced of all, be is judg*'d of all; and the 
Secrets of. bit Heart being | made mani 72 he will 
fall down and worſhip, and report #hat God is with 
you of à truth. Another this, That when there is 
occaſion for the Meetings of Miniſters of ſeveral 


Churches for Conſultation in any weighty Affair 
among the Tolerated and United Brethren, the 


Biſhop ſhall have Cognizance of the Cauſe to au- 


CE the Meeting: Fer this Cauſe left Þ thee at- 
Crete, #hat thou ſhouldſt ſet in order the things that 
are wanting. Another, in regard to the Confor-- 


miſts, this; ThatBiſhops and Miniſters ſhall reſide 
where their Flock is, unleſs upon unavoidable Oc- 
calions : And ſay 10 Archippus,' Tale beed 10 | the 


Miniſtry which thou hat receiv'd in the Lord, that: 


thou ful ſil it, One more this, That whereas no 
Man can be an Allow'd or Licens'd Preacher, 


but he muſt ſubſeribe the Thirty nine Articles 


the Cbureb, and thoſe that do ſubſcribe ordinari - 


ly, are Men of diverſe” Judgments, ſuch as 4 


evinians and Calviniſti, who cannot, and do not 


ſubſeribe both of them in the ſame ſenſe; it ſhould 


be declar d in a Canon as allow'd by the Church, 
that 


„ _ 
—— , 
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that theſe Article may be ſubſcrib'd only in a Doc 
trinal, when they cannot in the Authentick In- 
ter pretation. Iterpretatio eft triplex, Authentica, 
Ju ft Authoritate illins qui poteſt legem condere 
Uſualis, que ft cum ſuetudine Doctrinalis, qu fit 
ger do rimam, & autboritate Interpretum. Suarez de 
Legibus, I. 6. c. 1. Let every one be fully perſua- 
ded in his own Mind, ſays the Scripture; which 
by this allowanee, the moſt conſcientiouſly doubt- 
ſul may come to: ſor when he cannot aflent in 
that ſenſe to an Article which he believes was the 
ſenſe of the fitſt Compilers, he may give, and the 
Biſhop accept (if Orthodox) his own Interpreta- 
tion. 
I mention theſe four or five Particulars only by 
way of inſtance, inſtead of the Multitude, which 
are Canonical Matter for ſuch Impoſitions, and 
ſit to be laid, ſome on all, ſome on ſowe not 
needſul for others. It is Time, and the Tryal and 
Experience, which muſt be the Mother to bring them 
forth, and cultivate them afterwards, according to 
Occaſion. =_ 
To the making ſuch Canons it may be motion'd, 
that a Third Clerk for the Convocation be added to 
the Two in every Dioceſs, and choſe out of the 
Diſenters, with indifferent reſpect to all ſorts of 
them ; that mutual Satisfaction and Concord may 
thereby be proſecuted with Unanimity of Heart, 
and good Will, thro all Churches. And the Two 
Provinces of Canterbury, and York (which takes in 
Scotland) ſhould unite in this Convocation for 
the making them one National Church, and not 
two 
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two Provincial ones in a diverſe Aſſembly. The 
continuance -of two Provinces with a ſeparate Go- 
vernment in either, is inconſiſtent with one Na- 
tional Political Society, and keeps the Saddle on: 
them both for the French Popery at leaſt, if 
not the Pope of Nome, to get up again upon 
us. PET, 

If a temporary Vicar-General were made by 
the Queen every Convocation, by whoſe Autho- 
rity (delegated to him over both Provinces to that 
purpoſe) the Members were to be conven'd, and 
no one upon any buſineſs of moment admitted, 
but ſuch as was truly noble, as excelling others 
in Wiſdom, Learning and Virtue, thro whoſe 
Conduct and Moderation things might be carri- 
ed better than they have been; Who does not 
ſee, but this might be for Advantage, eveeeding 
much, to the Affair of Religion? The Council of 
Nice had not done ſo well as it did, had not Con- 
ſtantine been there himſelf, and ſupervis d their De- 
terminations. | 

Government ia general conſiſts in Legiſſation and 
Judgment. The Supreme Power of this Kingdom 
as to the Exerciſe hereof, lies not (we know) in 
the Queen alone, but in the Queen and her Par- 
liament. The whole: Body of the Nation are to 
be accounted in their Repreſentatives to meet the 
Head, and. the Laws of the Adminiſtration theres 
of to be made by the Whole, whereby our Birth» 
right of being a Free State, or Free People, is 
maintain'd. The Abſolute Supreme Power there- 


fore of this Kingdom of England (as is ſaid at _ 
| muir: 
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mult lie in Qgeen, Lords and Commons, as uni- 
tecl in a Corporation; and the Houſe of Lords, 
as virtually ſo united, is the higheſt Judicatory. 
As for the Supreme Power then of the Church 
of Sg, the Power of making Canons, and 
of judging in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes as to the laſt 
Appeal, it does in like manner not lie in the Bi- 
ſhops only, but in the Queen thus incorporated, 
and a Convocation. Every Pariſh- Church in the 
Land is to be accounted by its Paſtor to chooſe 
its Repreſentative in this Convocation. Every 
Particular Church which is Tolerated, or ſhall be 
Tolerated by Lam, is thereby made part of the 
| National, and mult therefore have the ſame Right 
with the Parochial Congregations. Let thus much 
be deelar d, and upon this Foundation (whereof 
4 firſt Stone was laid before) will this great de- 
ſigwd Union, which we go about to build, be 
reared and irreſragably upheld : For, if the Per- 
ſons that repreſent their Churches are united in 
one Aſſembly, then muſt thoſe Churches that are 
repreſented; be ſuppos'd as united in one Body. 
It is as Members of one National Society, that 
they chooſe their Repreſentatives for the making 
up this Convocation, which is the Church of Eng- 
land in Repreſentation. If we look into our 
Antiquaries' and old Hiſtorians, we ſhall find, 
that befbre the Corgueſt (at leaſt under the Sax- 

ont) our Parliaments and Clergy were ſtill one 
Aſſembly, and no Canons made but by both to- 
gether ; which antient Uſage manifeſtly proves the 
4 Nature 
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Nature of a Parliament to be the Meaſure of a Convo- 
cation. 

Let us add, as to this Supreme Power of the 
Keys intimated, that the Whole Church is the Sub- 
ject thereof, as we ſhall find provd by our Di- 
vines (ſuch as Biſhop Andrews, &c.) againſt the Pa- 
pif#s, from that only Place for the Inſtitution of 
Diſcipline (other Texts, ſay they, ſpeak of the 
Keys of DodGrine ) Tell the Church; that is, a 
Particular Church, which a National Church (un- 
leſs diſtinguiſh'd) is, for the QUziverſa! Church 
cannot be #old, Now the Queen being One, 
and the Chief One in the Church as National, 
and the Power lying in the Whole, She (in her 
Vicar) together with the Convocation repreſent- 
ing the Whole, muſt have this Power reſiding 
in Her with Them: Altho as the Legiſlative Pow - 
er of the Kingdom lies in the Lords and Com- 
mons with the Queen, yet the Executive Power 
lies in her only; fo the Legiſlative Power of the 
Church lies in Her with the Convocation, the Ex- 
ecutive in the Biſhops only. No Church-executi- 
on by the Sword-bearer, but the Key-bearer 5 and 

no Penalty by Canon, but Rebuke and Excom- 
munication, : 

To return: By this means ſhall one Organ 
more be added to this great Political Society, for 
deriving an Influence from the Head to theſe Parts 
of the Body, as well as others, which now ſeem 
neglected, and to have no care taken of them. 
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The grand ant mare: eſpecial Buſineſs of ſuch 
an cqually model'd Convocation, ſhould be the 
reviſing the Book of Canons, or Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitutions. for reverting the main Body ot 
dem, having been fitted to that narrow Scant- 
ling which is unworthy the Church of Exg· 
ud, and far the leaving only thoſe that do not, 
and making new ſuch as will be made to ſuit to 
that larger Conſtitution thereof (as exemplify *d in 
ſame few before) intended by this Draught. 
And having id thus much for Easton of 
the Deſigo, we t «ch ſome lietle alſo in ta. 
your of it. 

This Deſign " ſuch a National Accommpꝑdati- 
on, will =; leſſen, but advance the outward 
Power and Honour of the Bibop, extending ifo- 
ver thoſe Who before had no conſcientious regard 
ſor their Function; while yet it would eaſe them 
of the tremendous Burden of ſuch a Cura Anima- 
rum they take on them other wiſe, as muſt be of 
impoſſible Performance. e 

If the Biſhops will look on their Dioceſſes as he 
Churches of Cbriſt, and the only Churches, where 
there is Plebs Epijcopo adunita, as Cyprian has it, 
or where there is that Paſtor and People which 
makes a Chutch ii ſpecies, which thoſe that 
hold their Epiſcopacy to be Jure Divino, do and 
muſt maintain; and conſequently that all the paro- 
chial Churches thro the Land, are but Parts of the 
Dioceſan Church, and the Miniſters but Curates of 
the Biſhop (not Paſtors, an power of Rule s 

| their 
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theit Flocks) as appears by thoſe ſeveral, Paſſages 
put into the Books of Common Prayer and Ordina- 
tion by the Biſhops on purpoſe, at the coming in of 
Charles II. I will ask, into what a Deep do they 
engulph who enter this Office, and what acgount can 
they give of ſuch a Flock and Charge, unto which 
the Souls of ſo many Pariſhes belong? But if they 
will diſtingutſh between the Biſhop, who is the O- 
verſeer only of a Flock which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath ſet him over, and the Biſhop of Mar's making, 
that is (if you will chooſe fo to ſpeak) between an 
Epiſcopus Gregis, and Epiſcopus Paſtorum; and alloy: 
ing Epiſcapus Gregis to be Chriſt's Officer, endow*d 
with Miniſterial Authority over the Flock according 
to Chriſt's Appointment, and the Epiſcopus Paſtorum 
to be the Officer of the Queen (as aforeſaid) autho- 
riz'd-by Her to overſee that the Miniſters diſcharge 
their Duty as they ought, and to have no other 
Charge upon them but what the Law impoſes; then 
may a Biſhop be of ſingular Uſe, and be able to ex- 
ecute his Charge, to the Advantage of Religion, 
and Peace of the Nation. 

This Deſign (which is ſuppos d to find us in 
our Diviſions, and not to make any) ſhall by 
little and little (with God's Bleſſing on it) cool 
Animoſities, and enkindle Charity and Holinels a- 
mong all Parties, which now is ſo much want- 
ing; while thoſe that are Catholicks and thoſe 
that are Proteſtants, and much more thoſe that 
are Conformiſts and thoſe that are Nonconfor- 
miſts, do agree in the Subſtance of one Chriltia- 

D 2 nity, 
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nity, having the ſame Scriptures, the ſame Arti. 
cles of Faith in the three Creeds, and the ſame 
Rule of 'Manners in the Decalogue : There i one 
Body, one Spirit, one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tiſwm., They cannot indeed have all Communion 
in the ſame External Worſhip, but they can have 
it in the Internal Adoration of the ſame Bleſſed 
Trinity, and in one Hope of our Calling unto 
Eternal Life thro Chriſt Jefus. They may ſepa- 
rate into ſeveral n but there ſhall 
be no Schiſm in the Body by this means for all 
that. 4. % 1 

- For as, while the Supreme Power allow'd only 
Parochial Meetings as eſtabliſh'd by Law, it hath 
been accounted Schiſm to go to ſeparate Aſſem- 
blies: So the Scene being alter'd, and theſe ſepa- 
rate Congregations alſo made. Legal, this Schiſm, 
or Mens being call'd Schiſmaticks in that re- 
gard, muſt vaniſh, and be at an end. Indeed, 
theſe diverſe Congregations will accuſe one ano- 
ther as guilty of Sin and Schiſm before God, 
for each ſeparating from the others Communion, 
and threaren his judgment (whether there be 
Cauſe or not for it, coram conſcientiæ wninſceujuſque 
ſit judice) But ſo long as there is no Separati- 
on from the Church whereof the Qaeen is Head, 
-while ſhe' toterates the Meetings of both, and 
makes them Parts of it as National, there ſhall 
be no Proſecution of Law againſt any, but all 
quiet, as Fellow - Members upon that account. 
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Oaly as to the Catholicks (as they call them 
ſelves) we mult conſider, there are many of 
them that have receivd ſuch Principles, as that 


they cannot ſwear to the Supremacy of the Queen, 


and ſo are uncapable of this National Order with 
others (it being an inconſiſtent thing to diſown. 


the Head, and yet be of the Body.) and. theſe 


are therefore to be accounted 1/7thout,, that is, 


out of the Church, who yet (as the Jews do) 


may live in the Land. And there are many, it 


is like, that can take the Oaths of Fidelity to Q. 
ANNE (it being rational to think that they 
may do that now, which, in Henry the Eighth's 
Reign ſuch Multitudes of them eafily did) and 
will ſubmit to every thing | elſe requird to the 
rendring them To/erable ; and theſe are to be dealt 
with as Mithin, who yet are not to imagine for: 
all that, that a Proteftant Queen and Parliament 
ſhould allow of their Maſs in Pablick, as they 
do the Service-Book, This were not to Tolerate 
the Papiits, but to ſet up Poperys whereas the 
determiaing what is to be r to one Par- 
ty, and what to another, ſo as no Detriment may 
be brought to the Church or State, and no Sin or 
Guilt upon the Nation by that Permiſſion, is a 
nicer thing, and requires the weighty Debate of a 
Convocation (if not more than one) before it be 
handed to a Parliament. v.23cl 61 | 
There is one Motion farther ſhould be added, 
and that is, for another Bill to be brought in for 
the preventing and taking away two things, which 
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arenthis Peſts! of the) Conforming Clergy ;* the Ohe. 
is) Sim, ard to be done effectually by the im- 
peſing enly*- the Simoniacal Oath on the Patrons 
of2Bekefices, as Well as on the Incumbents, The 
other e "Underſtand both of oof: 

ig and Dee,  Tenpzrially to this end, tllat 
the Queen . (Wir ee WH to "engage the 
Capable of thoſe ſhe receiver into the Church 
thus” enlarg d by this Accommodation, for that is a. 
thing win make the Fayour indeed fignificant, to. 
nnen 
And fbraſmnuch as there is fach a Number of 
Miniſters at preſent, that the Land cannot find them 
Places, ©. it were well that a ſtrict Law was made, 
that no more ſhall be Ordain'd by Biſhops. or 
Presbyters for ſome Years, and that then Plarali: 
e ſhould "ceaſe for ever, and all in Orders be 
fupply's. | D931 12010 8 Velde. | 
We will conclude with one Argument for what 
we have propos d. There is no Power given up- 
on Earth for any Man to command that which 
he in His Conſcience does jadg to be Sin: Non 
Aer pere a maliem. But to conform in all 
things 40 the prefent Church according to Law 
# Sin in the judgment of Diſenttrs, Catholicks and 
Others; and the late King James was a Di/- 
fenter of one ſort himſelf The King therefore 
that was fo lately, could not really put the Ro- 
wan Gaiboliei upon Conformity; and if he would 
appear equal to all the People, he could not put 
_ any other Diſſentert on it neither, for the ſame 
291% | Cauſe, 
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Cauſe. That which the Law requires, was both 
in his Conſcience and theirs, a thing prohibited 
of God. He could not therefore put the Laws in 
execution, being againſt God. And if he could 
not do it, acting only but as an honeſt Man that 
abides by his Principles, we have no reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that the Queen we have now ſhould be 
ever brought to perſecute her Subjects for their 
Conſciences, maugre all the Enticements of any of 
the Church of Crgland, or Frowns of the Church 


of Nome. 
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